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A CONTRIBUTION TOWARD 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY ON NORTH AMERICAN FUR ATIMALS 


Lee HE. Yeager 
Illinois Natural History Survey 


INTRODUCTION 

This bibliography is designed to bring together in. .ref- 
erence form a large part of the material on North American fur 
animals. Although it is intended particularly for workers who do 
not have access to the matchless files of the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service or to other more or less complete reference lists, 
the compiler hopes that the bibliography will be of some use to all 
students dealing with the fur resource. ; 

The classification. scheme provides for two main kinds of 
references, general and specific, The general references include 
headings under which.are listed all titles of a general nature and 
those that do not deal. primarily with a single species or a dis- 
tinct fur-animal group. In addition, they include sections on 
parasites and.diseases, fur farming, and fur utilization and 
technology, subjects so distinctive that it seems advisable to 
list together all references thereon. Under specific references, 
the only, headings used are. the common names of the fur animals. 
References dealing with two or r10re species or groups are usually 
listed under each species involved. .In both general and specific 
references, the arrangement under headings is by. author in alpha- 
betical order, and the order under authors having more than one 


title is chronological. 


Listing of referenceshas been made specific whenever 
possible, in -the--beliefthat.such an-arrangenent,’ in a bibliog- 
raphy lacking extensive cross references, will prove the most 
convenient for the largest sney of users. Thus, such important 
subjects as breeding and reproduction carry only a few references, 
and physiology and similar subjects are not included in the clas- 
sification, Most titles that’might be included under these head- 
ings are listed under the designated fur animal in‘ the’ spécific 
references, a RE sine fy SOOT ED ee 

A fow eroups, notably rabbits, bears: and mountain lions, 
have reluctantly been excluded, ‘chiefly because of the extensive- 
ness of the litevature on rabbits and the unimportance of bears 
and lions as fur animals. Because of the availability of a good 
bibliography by Phillips, cited later in this Introduction, fur 
seals here are dealt with chiefly after 1925, which closes the 
date of title inclusion in Phillips! work. Few‘of the very large 
number of state papers, documents and reports ‘én seals and fur 
otters are included.” These may be found in tHé’ Catalog of the 
Public Documents, also cited in this Introduction, Foreign 
species are excluded except’ Tor the introduced ‘chinchilla; and 
foreign references are not listed except whére they have a direct 
application to our native forms or report on North American. -: 
species introduced into other ‘lands, 

It has been necessary to choose between various types 
of material, and some borderline works have been kept or rejected 
more or less arbitrarily. The hundreds of popular articlés ‘on 
trapping and fur animals which have appearedin-outdoor and -agri- 


cultural magazines are in most instances omitted, although their 


net value may be greater than is sometimes recognized. Purely 
taxonomic Louies and most of the large number of local lists of 
mammals ie largely been left out. Many scientific notes have 
been tno wiied 2 There is no pretense at completeness, although it 
is believed that most of the important references are given. wrt 
has been impossible to check all state and institutional publica- 
tions, and valuable papers have thus. undoubtedly been missed, 

ese | The method of citation has. purposely been simplified 
cots Poe brevity, but also for convenience and uniformity. A 
rey to most of the abbreviations used will be: found in ‘the ap- 
pended List of Periodicals Cited. The. number of pages given for. 
books is approximate, since no account is taken of preface 
pages. Piates: along with figures, photographs, maps and dia- 
grams, are considered as illustrations and are simply listed as 
such ‘in the citations. Authors' names are given in the initial 
rather than the full form. In regard to editions, the latest has 
been used whateva? possible, but it has been impractical‘to be 
consistent in this ener ts In some instances At has not, ‘been 
gaa aes to secure complete reference gabe especially for certain 
bareiet publications, These titles are followed by an asterisk. 

..Parentheses have’ beén uséd’ to. denote doubtful authen-. 

ticity ESAT ae ifort ton not supplied in the reference work 
itself. ne Ure iy ney, Ba} indicates that the author's naan. 
was not on. the original publication or chase there is some quéstion 
of authorship; (agie) indicates that hoe date of publication’ is 
given in the reference work, but that the fii ee date of publi-. cf 
cation has ‘been toatHed ee other SOuUrces.. In references for ae 
which no publisher is cited, the publisher is in heat cases the 


author. 


Devoted in part to North American fur animals are four 
recent bibliographies, two immensely useful abstracting organs and 
two publications of the U. S$. Superintendent of Documents, .. These ; 
eight works are considered so valuable for reference ‘purposes that 
they are cited separately below. One of the abstracting organs is 
the wé1l1 known Biological Abstracts, issued monthly, with a com=| ; 
plete index at the end of each year. The second, Wildlife Review, 
includes only wildlife literature, and is probadly. the most useful 
abstracting organ generally available to American fur. workers, It 
is issued four or five times annually. Catalog of the Public . 
Documents has appeared by volumes, one for each National Congress, 
1893 to date. Fortunately one of the bibliographies, Phillips, a 
includes an excellent section on fur seals, and numerous lists of 
refercicés to game and fur animal laws and wildlife conservation, 
all through L925. Cuthbertson & Ewers have .compiled. the most 
extensive List of references on the history .of the fur trade know 
to the writer, These eight references.are as follows: 

Biological Abstracts, 1926-date. University of Pennsyl-; - 
vania, Philadelphia. Published in five sections, Prics 
varies by sections; $25.00: per complete volume, : single 
subscription. Volume 15 in 1941. 

Cuthbertson, Stuart, and John C, Ewers, 19359. A preliminary 
bibliography on the American fur trade, .U. 5, Department. » 


of the Interior, National Park Service, 191 PP. 

(Mimeographed, ) fur ee 

Gaines, Stanley Il., et al, - 1938, - Bibliography on soil ero-. 
sion and. soil and water conservation. U. 8S. Department of 
Agriculture, Miscellaneous Publication No, 312. 651° PR 
U. S,. Government Printing Office, Washington, D, C. &O, 60, 
from Superintendent of Documents, “Washington, D. C.- 


Phillips, John Cc, ‘1930. American game mammals and birds; .a. 
catalogue of books, 1582 to 1925, sport, natural history 
and conservation, Foughton Mifflin Co., Boston: and New 
York, 638 pp. $10.00, 


management of western ranges, livestock and wildlife. 

U. S, Department of Agriculture, Miscellaneous Publica- 
tion ilo. 281, 458 BPs U. S» Government Printing Office, 
Viashington, D. $0.45, from Superintendent- of Documents, 
Vashington, D, C. 


Renner, F. Gi,ret al. ‘1938, A selected bibliography on 


U, S. Superintendent of Documents, 1896-date, Catalog of the 
public documents of the... . » Congress and of all De- 
partments of the Government of the United States for the 
period from March-4;, 1893,-to: date (being the “Comprehen- 
sive Index" provided for by the Act approved January 12, 
1895). U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D, Gr 

U, §, Superintendent of Documents, January, 1895-date. 
Monthly catalog, United States public documents. - Ua5a.- 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. G, $1.50 per 
year. 

Wildlife Review. Septembcr, 1935-date, U,‘S. Department of 
the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D, C. 
Averages about 50 pp, per issue; issued irregularly. 
(Mimcographed, ) Free, (Numbers I- 21l+issued-by:the. U, S. 
Department’ of Agriculturcs numbers 22-51 by the.U. S,. 
Department of the Interior; all by the Bureau of Biologi- 

, cal: ‘Survey, previous to consolidation of bureaus into 

... Fish and \ Wildlife Service, dune, 1940, ' 


From those who may use this Pini iocuasiee I sincerely 
invite notice of errors end omissions. ‘Suggestions for its 
improvement. will be received with thanks, i | 
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Yeager, who devoted hundreds of hours to varieus parts of the 
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S 
work, Scores. hc) ‘individuals, Cael Ee aciatic Leder ae LeRe and certain 


organizations aided in checking ' veferences not. available, for di- 
réct attention. I herewith expres's niy ‘appreciation, | 
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